
Buzzards Year 6 SATs 2023 

Presentation for Year 6s, Parents, 

Carers & Guardians



What are the SATs? 

● SATs are the Standardised Assessment Tests that are given to children at the end of 

Key Stage 2. 

● The SATs take place over four days, starting on Tuesday 9th May ending on Friday 12th

May. Monday 8th May is a bank holiday this year. Attendance is vital. if children miss/ 

are unable to attend a paper, then they will still have to sit it. This will mean  they 

complete it separate to their peers, which can be a source of increased anxiety.

● The SATs papers consist of:

○ Grammar, punctuation and spelling (paper 1: GPS) – Tuesday 9th May

○ Grammar, punctuation and spelling (paper 2: Spelling) – Tuesday 9th May

○ Reading – Wednesday 10th May

○ Maths (paper 1: Arithmetic) – Thursday 11th May 

○ Maths (paper 2: Reasoning) – Thursday 11th May 

○ Maths (paper 3: Reasoning) – Friday 12th May

● Writing is assessed using evidence collected throughout Year 6. There is no Year 6 

SATs writing test. Every piece of writing counts!
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When and how the SATs are completed

● The tests take place during normal school hours, under exam conditions. 

● Children are not allowed to talk to each other from the moment the assessments are 

handed out until they are collected at the end of the test. 

● After the tests are completed, the papers are sent away to be marked externally. 

● The results are then sent to the school in July. 

● Each test lasts no longer than 60 minutes: 

○ Spelling, punctuation and grammar (paper 1: Grammar/ Punctuation) – 45 minutes

○ Spelling, punctuation and grammar (paper 2: Spelling) – 15 minutes

○ Reading – 60 minutes 

○ Maths (paper 1: Arithmetic) – 30 minutes

○ Maths (paper 2: Reasoning) – 40 minutes

○ Maths (paper 3: Reasoning) – 40 minutes
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The results

Tests are marked externally. Once marked, the tests will be given the following scores:

● A raw score (total number of marks achieved for each paper);

● A scaled score (see below);

● A judgement on if the National Standard has been met. 

After marking each test, the external marker will convert the raw score to a scaled score. 

Even though the tests are made to the same standard each year, the questions must be 

different. This means the difficulty of the tests may vary. Scaled scores ensures an 

accurate comparison of performance over time.

Scaled scores range from 80 to 120. 

A scaled score of 100 or more shows the pupil is meeting the National Standard. 
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Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Tuesday 9th May

Grammar, punctuation and spelling consists of two papers.

● Paper 1 focuses on all three elements (grammar, punctuation and spelling or GPS). 

The paper lasts for 45 minutes. 

● Paper 2 consists of a spelling test only. It should take approximately 15 minutes, 

although this is not a set amount of time (pupils should be given as much time as they 

need to complete the test).
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Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 1 (GPS)

The children will have been working hard with their class teacher on developing and 

securing their knowledge of the technical vocabulary needed in this test.

This test focuses on:

● Grammatical terms/ word classes;

● Functions of sentences;

● Combining words, phrases and clauses;

● Verb forms, tenses and consistency;

● Punctuation;

● Vocabulary;

● Standard English and formality.

This test requires a range of answer types but does not require longer formal answers. 
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Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 1 (GPS)

Example questions: 
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✓

e.g. Although, While

e.g. Switch off the lights!  Please turn off the lights



Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling: Paper 2 (spelling)

Paper 2 is a shorter paper that focuses solely on spellings. 

Example questions:  
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Reading: Wednesday 10th May 

There is one reading test that lasts for 60 minutes. 

The test is designed to measure if the children’s comprehension of age-appropriate reading 

material meets the national standard. There are three different set texts for children to read. 

These could be any combination of non-fiction, fiction and/ or poetry. 

There is quite a large amount of text to read alongside the questions to answer. Children 

need reading stamina (home reading is really important) encouraging to reading for 

pleasure and increasing both fluency and stamina.

The test covers the following areas (known as Content Domains): [VIPERS]

● Give/ explain the meaning of words in context;

● Retrieve and record information/ identify key details from fiction and non-fiction;

● Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph;

● Make inferences from the text/ explain and justify inferences with evidence from the text;

● Predict what might happen from details stated and implied;

● Identify/ explain how information/ narrative content is related and contributes to meaning as a whole; 

● Identify/ explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases;

● Make comparisons within the text. 
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Reading 

The reading SATs paper requires a range of answer styles.

Example questions:
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Reading 

Example questions:

Based on text 2: My Circus Life
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Reading 

Example questions:

Based on the whole text
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Maths: Thursday 11th May and Friday 12th May

The maths assessments consist of three tests.

● Paper 1: Arithmetic (30 minutes) – Thursday 11th May

● Paper 2: Reasoning (40 minutes) – Thursday 11th May

● Paper 3: Reasoning (40 minutes) – Friday 12th May
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Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

The maths arithmetic paper has a total of 40 marks and lasts for 30 minutes. 

The test covers the four operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, including 

order of operations requiring BIDMAS), percentages of amounts and calculating with 

decimals and fractions. 

Example questions: 
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Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

Example 1 mark questions: 

16

6.48

+ 8.6   .

15.08 
1 15.08

596

x    7

4172
6 4

4,172

4 ÷ 2 = 2

6 + 2 = 8

8

10% of 3,200 = 320

5% of 3,200 = 160

15% of 3,200 = 480 

480



Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic)

Example 2 mark question: 

17



Maths Papers 2 and 3 (Reasoning)

Paper 2 will take place on Thursday 11th May and paper 3 will take place on Friday 12th

May. These tests have a total of 35 marks each and lasts for 40 minutes each.  

These papers require children to demonstrate their mathematical knowledge and skills, as 

well as their ability to solve problems and their mathematical reasoning. They cover a wide 

range of mathematical topics from key stage 2 including,

● Number and place value (including Roman numerals);

● The four operations;

● Geometry (properties of shape, position and direction);

● Statistics;

● Measurement (length, perimeter, mass, volume, time, money);

● Algebra;

● Ratio and proportion;

● Fractions, decimals and percentages. 
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Maths Papers 2 (Reasoning)

Example questions:
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2.25
6

10



Maths Papers 2 (Reasoning)

Example question:
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Maths Papers 3 (Reasoning)

Example questions:
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Maths Papers 3 (Reasoning)

Example question:
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Supporting your child in preparing for the SATs

Firstly, a positive attitude goes a long way. Give them as much encouragement and 

support as you can (but I don’t need to tell you that)!

Tips:

● Don’t use past papers as they are used in school to prepare the children. 

● Encourage and organise for them to attend the SATS clubs each week.

SATS clubs for Year 6 starting next week:
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READING

Optional – ask 

to go over 

topics etc.



Supporting your child in preparing for the SATs

● Contact me if you have any concerns or questions.

● Encourage your child to talk to me or a trusted adult (including yourself) about their 

anxieties. Don’t forget that a small amount of anxiety is normal and not harmful.

● Give your child a quiet, distraction free space to complete homework or study.

Little and often until 

SATS.  Children will       

be issued with 

revision/ work books. 

Please ensure only

set pages are     

completed.
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Supporting your child in preparing for the SATs

Further tips:

● Going over key skills (times tables, real world mental maths as you are shopping or 

cooking) is a good way to consolidate and extend skills.

● As we said before, avoid using past papers. I will provide lots of practice materials that 

reflect our coverage in class. They also have TTRS and Mathletics.

● If you’re looking to work with your child further with maths at home, there are lots of 

good websites with free Year 6 revision resources and there are plenty of inexpensive 

SATs practice materials for parents available. 
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Supporting your child during the week of SATS

● Plan something nice and fun for the weekends before (long weekend King’s 

Coronation!) and after SATs. This will help them to relax before the SATs and give 

them something to look forward to after. Make sure they are well rested for the week.

● Make sure they have no appointments for the week. Children really benefit from being 

able to sit the tests with their peers.

● We have and will continue to do mock weeks so the children are confident with what to 

expect. The final mock week is designed to fully reflect what they will experience in 

May.

● We will plan a balanced week with lots of opportunities for well-being activities. Last 

year, for example, we provided breakfast and invited the children in early with puzzles, 

colouring available and had a chuckle and a talk over breakfast to start each day. In the 

afternoon we did lots of sport, creative learning and research tasks.

● I know I don’t need to say, but talk to your child and encourage them to talk to me, 

another adult at school or their peers about their feelings. Don’t forget that a small 

amount of anxiety is normal so is excitement! 26



What to do if you are worried about your child

Talk to me

Sometimes concerns present at home and not at school. If you notice a change in your 

child, talk to the school so that everyone concerned can offer the support needed. 

Talk to your child

Talk to your child about what aspect of SATs concerns them the most. If you can help them 

pinpoint what is bothering them the most, you can take specific steps to help reassure 

them. 

Encourage your child to talk to an adult at school

SATs are obviously linked to school. Don’t be surprised if your child would prefer seek 

reassurance from teachers over family members. 

Try not to project your own anxieties or views about the SATs

Be positive about the SATS and process around your child. SATS are a reality and 

revisiting what they have been learning whilst at primary school will improve their learning 

foundations for secondary school.
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Advice for Year 6 children

● Be proud of all the progress you have already made in your learning.

● Continue to listen to the adults and work your hardest. Remember the adults you work 

with all want you to do your best.

● Get plenty of sleep and eat well, this will help your brain.

● Remember that the Year 6 SATs last for 4 days out of your whole life! By the time they 

are here, you will be ready!
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